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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This office action is in response to tine amendment filed 1 2/1 6/2008 in wliicli 
applicant amends claim 1 and cancels claims 9-17, 19-20 and 24-27. Claims 1-8 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-12, 14, 19-20, and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Tracy; Daniel A. (US 51 16055 A). 

4. In regards to claim 1 , Tracy discloses a system for managing a progressive 
jackpot including an interface (fig 1, elements 6), and a progressive engine for 
maintaining a progressive game (fig 1, element 3), the progressive management device 
being coupled by the interface to a first gaming system and a second gaming system, 
where the systems have difference progressive parameters (fig 2), the first set of 
parameters including a percentage of a wager amount to be applied to a progressive 
jackpot (fig 2, % to JP), the progressive management system operable to receive an 
incoming wager where a portion of the incoming wager is to be applied to the 
progressive jackpot (3:12-30), determine an odds of winning the progressive jackpot 
such that a product of a wager amount necessary to participate in a progressive, the 
reciprocal of the odds of winning is equal for the first and second game system based 
on the gaming system associated with the wager amount (4:33-35 and 5:7-15) and for 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,153 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

each wager comparing tlie odds of winning to a random number to determine whetlier 
tlie progressive is won (3:35-38, where the gaming machines determine the outcome for 
each wager based on a random number and notify the progressive controller). Tracy 
does not explicitly disclose that the progressive management device controls the 
generation of numbers to determine winners of the progressive or that a new jackpot 
percentage is determined. 

5. However, it would have been an obvious modification to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention that the outcome generation of the local game machines 
could have been controlled by the central progressive controller in order to centralize 
the game functions, reduce the complexity of the local devices and improve security, 
and thereby reduce the maintenance needs and expenses as evidenced by Vancura, 
Olaf etal. (US 20030181231 A1)(par9). 

6. While Tracy is silent as to the frequency of the determination of the contribution 
percentage, it would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art that the 
percentage should be updated whenever the game parameters change, such as a 
change in the hit frequency of a game which would alter the amount contributed to the 
pool per jackpot, in order to maintain the balance of the contribution to the bonus pool 
by each gaming device as set forth in the disclosure of Tracy. 

7. In regards to claim 2, Tracy discloses the management device further comprises 
an analysis engine operable to examine a plurality of gaming systems and progressive 
parameters (fig 1 , element 3) and an integrator operable to integrate progressive games 
having different payout parameters into a single progressive jackpot (fig 1, elements 7). 
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Tracy does not disclose that the parts are included in the progressive controller; 
however, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
functionality of the translators may be incorporated into the progressive controller in 
order to simplify the system and thereby reduce the maintenance required by the 
system since It is immaterial where the software that performs this function resides. 

8. In regards to claim 3, Tracy discloses the management device is coupled through 
a network (fig 1 ). 

9. In regards to claims 6 and 7, Tracy discloses that the progressive manager 
device provides information on the progressive to the user gaming interface in real time 
(3:22-30, where the display is updated constantly as wagers are placed). 

1 0. In regards to claim 8, Tracy discloses resetting the value of the progressive when 
a user wins (3:35-41). 

1 1 . Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tracy; Daniel A. (US 5116055 A) in view of Torango; Lawrence J. (US 6241608 B1). 

12. In regards to claims 4-5, Tracy discloses the system of claim 1 above but does 
not disclose real time currency conversion. 

13. In related prior art, Torango discloses an international progressive system with 
real time currency conversion (17:22-43). One skilled in the art would recognize the 
advantages of a progressive with a large group of players to support large, frequent 
jackpots and the need to convert different currencies into the local currency. 
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14. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Tracy in view of Torango to have included real time currency 
conversion to enable a much larger player base to support large, frequent jackpots. 

Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments filed 12/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Tracy has constant hit frequency. Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Tracy expressly discloses that the hit frequency may be 
adjusted to balance the contributions of various gaming machines as described above. 

16. Applicant additionally argues that Itkis does not provide sufficient evidence that 
centralizing progressive operations reduces maintenance or expenses. Examiner 
disagrees, but nevertheless has provided additional evidence by way of Vancura that 
centralized progressives were recognized to have reduced security and therefore 
maintenance requirements (par 9). Additionally as each terminal would lack complex 
progressive hardware, examiner again asserts that maintenance costs would be 
reduced by having simpler devices. 

Conclusion 

1 7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID DUFFY whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1574. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0830-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571 ) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. D.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



/Corbett Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3714 



